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ABOUT US  
 

The YMCA Foundation of Southern Arizona, founded in 1973, is a 509(a)(3) supporting 
organization established exclusively to benefit the YMCA of Southern Arizona. The Y is a 
powerful association of men, women and children joined together by a shared commitment 
to nurturing the potential of kids, promoting healthy living and fostering a sense of social 
responsibility.  We believe that lasting personal and social change can only come about 
when we all work together to invest in our kids, our health and our neighbors.  At the Y, 
our cause is strengthening the foundation of our community.   
 
Purpose. As a supporting organization, the YMCA Foundation exists to support the YMCA 
of Southern Arizona.  The purpose of the Foundation is to preserve the endowment assets 
and increase the value of the endowment through new gifts and investment growth. 
Foundation earnings finance the creative edge of YMCA programs today, while the principal 
goes forward into tomorrow.   
 
Donor Recognition. YMCA Foundation donors are recognized via three categories as 
described below. Those who make a meaningful gift to the Foundation join the ranks of 
many Tucson families who are recognized as Heritage Members. Individuals are recognized 
as Heritage Members when an outright gift is received, a Commitment Form is submitted, 
or documentation is provided that indicates a gift has been made. Our cherished Heritage 
Members are dedicated to insuring the YMCA’s character building programs are available 
for future generations of Tucson’s children and families.  
 
Foundation Donor:  Those who make an outright cash gift of any amount less than 
$10,000 to the YMCA Foundation of Southern Arizona.  
 
Heritage Circle Member:  Those who make a meaningful outright cash gift to the YMCA 
Foundation of Southern Arizona.  There is a recommended $10,000 gift threshold to be 
recognized as a Heritage Circle Member. Heritage Circle Membership may also be achieved 
on the basis of cumulative giving to the YMCA Foundation. 
 
Heritage Legacy Member:  Definition:  Those who make a planned gift through their estate 
to the YMCA Foundation.  There is no gift threshold to be recognized as a Heritage Legacy 
Member. 
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HOW WE WORK 
 

The Foundation works to transform gifts from caring individuals and families into 
meaningful and lasting positive change for our community. While we accept gifts of cash, 
securities and other assets, much of our endowment fund's growth is the result of planned 
gifts. The Foundation is enriched when it is named as a beneficiary of a donor's will, 
insurance policy, retirement plan or trust. 
 
Income generated by the Foundation's endowment is poured back into local neighborhoods 
in the form of YMCA facilities, programs and services our communities need in order to 
thrive—both now and in the future. Over the past four decades, the Foundation has 
provided funds that have been used to help nurture the potential of kids, ensure our 
community's health and well-being, and support neighbors in need.  
 
The Foundation has awarded more than $2 million dollars to YMCA branches as of 2013. 
 
 
 


